Ii8   LIFE AND WORK IN BENARES AND KUMAON.
forms are of high value to us in our weakness; but when
reproduced in material substances, such as wood and
stone, they have been ever found to foster low, material-
istic views of the Most High. If we must betake our-
selves to such symbols, let us have those which inspire
lofty thoughts. What is there in these grotesque idols to
help us in rising to the living God ? Hindus who know
English have quoted Cowper*s address to his mother on
getting her picture, li Oh that those lips had language,"
and we have been asked, " Was not Cowper helped in
realizing his mother when looking at her picture ? " To
which there is the obvious reply, " Covvper's mother was
truly represented. Is God truly and fittingly represented
by the idols you worship ? "
The gods are continually .represented as mediators
through whom we approach the Supreme. " When we
seek the favour of a king we approach him through his
ministers; when we wish to propitiate a judge we try to
secure a friend who will plead for us: and thus by the
gods we get access to the Most High." To this we reply
that as creatures we may each one go directly to God,
for He is always near us, and we can never be far from
Him; but as sinners we need a mediator. As the neces-
sity for a mediator is acknowledged, we have an excellent
opportunity of showing how worthy Christ is of being
trusted as the Mediator, related as He is by His essential
nature to the Most High, and to man by the nature He
has assumed. A favourite figure with the Hindus is that
the gods are a ladder by which they ascend to the
Supreme; and we could not have a figure more adapted
to our purpose, as it leads us to show that Christ is the
very ladder we need—He by His Divine nature reaching
heaven, and by His human nature being set upon the

